THE CHRISTMAS BOX : Richard Paul Evans
“The Christmas Box” was written by Richard Paul Evans in 1994 as a story for his children. Evans circulated some copies of the story to his friends who encouraged him to publish it. When it was published, the little book became a #1 seller on the NY Times list as a hardback and a paperback edition at the same time. It was the first book to achieve that distinction.
“The Christmas Box” is a short story about the author’s family of three and an elderly woman who offers the family the use of part of her very large home in exchange for domestic help in the home. The family and the woman become good friends. 
The father of the family (David)  , was working as a businessman .  He was almost all the day at the work and he came home usually at the evening. The mother of the family (Keri) , wasn’t working , she was all day at home , she was taking care of house and so on. The daughter ( Jenna) , seven years old girl ,was studying on the primary school . She was taking dancing classes too.  The owner of that house ( Mary) , nice old lady who was alone because her husband died. She was visiting always church.
The main character of this book was born in Salt lake city , but when his father lost his job the moved to South Carolina , where he started to visit High school and after that Collage. When he was on the collage he met Keri – young student . After few years he married her and they had daughter . But David was disgusted of green Christmas , because in South Carolina is always hot so they didn’t have snow. So he and his family  moved back to Salt lake city.
In Salt lake city they started to live with old lady. The old lady had big house so they lived all together.
 After few weeks  David discovered an elegant, antique box in the attic. He recognized it as a Christmas box, a box designed to hold important Christmas treasures that the owner wishes to preserve. He notices some personal letters inside the box but tries his best not to intrude upon the privacy of the box.

The main action of the story takes place during the Christmas season. The woman challenges the father to give his viewpoint about the first and most important present of Christmas. The father has some ideas about how to respond to the question, but he realizes that his ideas are weak and that he seems to be missing something important. After few weeks Mary went to the hospital because she didn’t feel very well. When she came to the hospital , doctors said that she have tumor. Mary died on the Christmas day.

By the end of the story the father has discovered the meaning of the contents of the Christmas box in the attic and the lesson that the woman teaches him about the first present of Christmas. 
Obviously, “The Christmas Box” is a story that has touched the lives of many people.

This book is one of the best books I have ever read. It is quite short story so it can be read in 3 hours. It has nice plot but it also has few unanswered things which I would be interested in knowing. Only one thing I didn’t like about it is that it has only about 100 pages but everything else were great
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